But when the crisis came he deprecated unseemly haste or
apparent anxiety to snatch a verdict. On nth November,
when the matter was first mooted, he spoke as we have seen
In favour of deliberation. Notwithstanding this, he was
named on 3Oth November as a member of the Commons*
Committee totc meet with a Committee of the Lords concern-
ing the examination of their members in the accusation of the
Earl of Stratford," and on 3Oth January, 1641, he with his
colleagues received the thanks of the House for " the great
pains they have taken in preparing and drawing up the
charge ". On 18th February the House of Commons was
thrown into unnecessary excitement by the news that the
Lords had granted Stafford an extension of time for the
preparation of his defence. Again Falkland showed his
fairness and moderation by rebuking "this childish ebul-
lition of feeling," and approving the reasonable conduct of
the Lords. "The Lords," he said, "have done no more
than they conceived to be necessary in justice. It would
be impossible to show Stratford a better courtesy than to
jar with the Upper House or to retard their own proceed-
ings." l Falkland's wise counsel was accepted by the House.
Questions relating to Stafford's trial were constantly under
debate during the early months of 1641, and on 6th March
a Committee of forty-eight was named to meet a Com-
mittee of the Lords concerning the trial. Of this Committee
also Falkland was a member, and some days later he acted
as one of the reporters of the Conference held with the
Lords. Finally, on 2ist April, he supported with vote and
voice the motion for the third reading of the Bill of At-
tainder. Two hundred and four voted with him against fifty-
nine in favour of Stafford. Among the minority Digby
and Selden were the most conspicuous.

Falkland, therefore, equally with Pym must be held re-
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